
LINCOLN CITY/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT

P.A.S.:  Street and Alley Vacation #02002 DATE: February 21, 2002
North 51st and one block south of “Y” Street

PROPOSAL: To vacate the alley adjacent to the petitioners lot to increase the
size of the yard.

LAND AREA: 1,800 square feet, more or less (12' x 150').

CONCLUSION: In conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.  This vacation will
allow the productive use of an alley and is supported by the Public
Works & Utilities Department. 

RECOMMENDATION:  Conforms to the Comprehensive Plan

GENERAL INFORMATION:

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: The east-west alley adjacent to Lot 63, Capital Heights
Addition to University Place.

LOCATION: Generally located east of North 51st Street one block south of “Y”
Street.

APPLICANT: Leonard and Julie Hector
1000 N. 51st Street
Lincoln, NE 68504
(402)467-4430

OWNER: Same

CONTACT: Same

SURROUNDING LAND USE AND ZONING:  

North: Residential R-2, Residential
South: Bike Trail R-2
East: Residential R-2
West: Riley Elementary School, Residential P, Public, R-2

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: The Comprehensive Plan shows this
area as Urban Residential (page 39).

HISTORY:    The area was zoned A-2, Single Family Dwelling District until it was
updated to R-2, Residential during the 1979 zoning update.

In 1907, Capital Heights Addition to University Place was platted.
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UTILITIES:    There are no existing utilities in the area of the proposed vacation.

TRAFFIC ANALYSIS:   N 51st Street and “Y” Street are both classified as local streets
in the Comprehensive Plan.

ANALYSIS:

1. This is an application for a vacation of the public right-of-way adjacent to Lot 63,
Capital Heights Addition to University Place.

2. There is a bike trail located to the south adjacent to the alley.

3. Currently the alley is grass, overgrown with brush and is not being used as right-
of-way.

4. There is a north-south alley in the rear of the lots that provides rear access to
the houses on the block.  Currently the north-south alley is a dead-end.  An alley
exists to the east of the alley requested for vacation, however is not being used
as an alley, but instead is blocked with trash cans and yard waste.  The Public
Works & Utilities Department indicated they wanted to keep the east extension
of an alley for access purposes so the north-south alley would not be a dead-
end.

5. The area proposed for vacation has a steep grade difference on the south side
adjacent to the trail.  Currently, the difference in grade prevents the safe use of
the alley.

6. There are no utilities in the area of the alley and no easements will need to be
retained.

7. The Parks and Recreation Department indicated that the vacation has no impact
on the existing trail and they have no objection.

8. The Public Works & Utilities Department recommends approval of this request.

BEFORE THE VACATION REQUEST IS SCHEDULED ON THE CITY COUNCIL
AGENDA THE FOLLOWING MUST BE COMPLETED:

1.1 The provisions of Chapter 14.20 of the Lincoln Municipal Code are
met.

Prepared by:

Becky Horner
Planner
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